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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

For 12 days during mid-November, Carol and I had the 

pleasure of traveling with Msgr. Don and 38 others for his 

annual Italy pilgrimage.  Included in our group were four 

other knights from our council: Frank Basquez, Isaac 

Sandoval, Harold Hansen, Harlan  Seagren, and 

“Superman” John Aust.   

It is hard to describe how spiritually rewarding this 

experience was.  To be able to walk and pray where saints 

have walked and prayed, and to be able to attend mass and 

receive the sacraments at the shrines of saints such as St. 

Francis of Assisi, St. Catherine of Sienna, and before the 

tomb of St. Peter were remarkable and inspiring.   This was 

a truly spiritual journey to some of the most sacred places 

of our Catholic faith and traditions. I believe that all of us 

felt renewed and moved by the Holy Spirit as we 

experienced these inspiring places.  Msgr. Don had a theme 

for our journey, and each day he inspired us through his 

homilies with the messages of the saint where we gathered 

for mass and the Eucharist.   

Our group became very close, not just from traveling 

together, but by praying, singing, and socializing together.  

We quickly learned to appreciate the Italian food and local 

wines and did our best to leave behind only empty plates, 

bowls and bottles.  One of the highlights of the trip was the 

evening we spent at Msgr. Don’s home in Tuscany where 

we enjoyed a huge Italian feast complimented with local 

wines.    What an experience!  Thank you Msgr. Don. 

I owe a big THANK YOU to Deputy Grand Knight Derek 

Story who ran the council in my absence; to Milton 

Catalina for overseeing the Thanksgiving Social; and to 

Jon Hagerman for running another successful garage sale.  

It is gratifying to know that the council runs so well through 

its brothers.   

For the first time ever, we had our annual Memorial Mass 

at the 5:00 pm mass on Saturday, November 4th.  We should 

all be very proud of the turnout of knights and their families 

and of the support of the Color Corps and the 4th Degree.  

Because of the time which the speaker before me took for 

her remarks, I had to cut short my remarks about our 

council; however, I was able to read the names of our 

deceased brothers and place the names of deceased family 

members on the altar.  Our presence and the reading of the 

names of our deceased brothers gave our fellow 

parishioners an opportunity to observe our principles of 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism in action.    

December brings us the Feast of the Nativity—Christmas—

which commemorates the birthday of Jesus, our Savior.  

Throughout the month, let us remember to keep Christ in 

Christmas.  When you are greeted with “Happy Holidays” 

let me suggest that you respond with “Merry Christmas”.  

Without the birth of Christ, there is no reason for the 

“holiday season”. 

I invite all of you to gather your families and come to our 

Christmas social at 7:00 pm on December 14th in the dining 

hall.  Come and enjoy an evening of merriment, food and 

song with your brother knights and their families.   

On Saturday, December 16th, and Sunday, December 17th,   

we have some work to do.  We need to set up, take down 

and prepare the food for the Women’s Guild annual 

Breakfast with Santa celebration on Saturday morning.  On 

Sunday afternoon we need some able bodies to erect the 

parish’s Nativity display.  Please make a LARGE mark 

your calendar for December 20th.  That is the day we will 

deliver gifts, food and cheer to our veterans in the VA 

hospital.  Let’s have a big turnout that evening to honor 

those who have given so much in the service of their 

country. 

Finally, let us not forget what this holy season is all 

about—the birth of Jesus.  In the Gospel of John we read 

that Nathaniel asked Philip, “Can anything good come from 

Nazareth?’  Philip answered, “Come and see.” (John 1:46) 

Have two thousand years of Christianity impacted our 

world? Is the life of the young man from Nazareth still 

important to us?  If you are a practicing Catholic, you know 

the answers to these questions. The liturgy of the Christmas 

season invites us to “come and see” the Christ Child and to 

contemplate his importance in our lives. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas! 

Joel J. Lanoux, Grand Knight 

 

 



IMPORTANT DAYS TO REMEMBER 

 

December 7—Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day; fly your 

flag. 

 

December 8—Feast of the Immaculate Conception; attend 

mass. 

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 
 

 

DUES NEWS 

Annual Dues are due on January 1st. I will be sending out 

dues notices about the 15th of December. I will however 

accept early dues payments at the next business meeting. 

Also, you can mail your check to me at 1300 Alto Drive, 

Richardson TX 75081. I request you please pay by check 

made payable to Knights of Columbus 8954. You dues 

will be $35.00.  Both Honorary members pay $10.00. You 

may pay in cash, but check is preferred. My goal this year 

is to collect all dues by no later than the 15th of January. If 

dues are not received by then, I must send a second notice. 

If the second notice is not paid then a third notice goes out 

in February. Please be prompt so we can reduce time and 

postage to get our dues paid. Every year a few members 

change status, such as transfer, withdraw, etc.  If any of 

you have this thought, now contact me as soon as you 

know. Don't wait until I have sent four notices and made a 

dozen telephone calls.  Also, I sometimes have dues 

statements returned with no forwarding address. If you are 

reading this news letter and have not received your dues 

statement by the 1st of January, then maybe I don't have 

your correct address. Your dues are always due on January 

1st each year. Send in your payment and notify me of the 

correct address. Each year I receive lots of checks sent in 

by the wives. Ladies, I appreciate you taking care of your 

Knights.  

Lairy 

 

Tom Thumb Report 

A check for $46.47 is on the way. You roly polys are 

eating well again. Just unbuckle that belt and have an extra 

piece of pie. You deserve a little extra for making this 

work. Turkey day is coming. Don't hold back. Your 

council makes money every time you shop. For those 

members who have not done so, run to the nearest Tom 

Thumb. Sign up with the Good neighbor program . You 

have them link your Tom Thumb card to our good 

neighbor number 5294. If any of you are not sure about the 

link check it out and soon. 

Bon appetite 

Lairy 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

 

"Radio for the Soul" 

KXEB - 910 AM 

24-Hour Catholic Radio 

 

Veterans Report 

The November visit was attended by 14 volunteers. We did the 

usual bingo, snacks and fellowship with our veterans. This 

month was celebrated with Veterans Day, the U.S. Marine 

Corps birthday, and the U.S. Navy birthday. Do what you can 

to support our veterans and the men and women currently 

serving. We are planning our Christmas Program now. The St 

Joseph's Circle of Friends organization is preparing 100 

Christmas gift bags. We are collecting comfort items to put in 

those bags. Small sizes please. Some items to consider are 

toiletry items such as tooth paste, shampoo, combs, cards, 

disposable razors, popcorn, cocoa, socks, and of course coffee 

cups. If you have some nice ones to give please bring them in.  

Aside from the bag collections if you would like to donate 

clothing, books, games, DVDs, separately, those are welcome 

anytime. 

On another theme, coffee- the continual need to support their 

coffee mess (mess is a military term) with coffee, sweetener, 

powdered creamer is always in order. 

You and you wives are always welcome to join us for our 

visits. We visit once a month for about an hour. Our next visit 

is December 20th. We meet at the flagpole in front of the 

school and carpool down there. It is enjoyable and you get to 

meet people who really appreciate you. 

Lairy 

 

Welcome our new members! 

Joseph  Cuevas, Martin  Randall, Julian  Garcia, Bruno  

Mella 

 



 
Council Activities 

 

 

Garage Sale 

 

The council had another successful garage sale event. This 

is due to the generous donations and the volunteer response. 

I am happy to report that the sale netted $760.19. Volunteer 

time is estimated at 90 hours. I wanted to thank everyone 

involved. Thanks go to the following and all others who 

donated time and items to the garage sale event. Dan Dunn, 

Milton Catalina, Derek Storey, Tracy Smith, Joseph 

Cuevas, Brian Roeten, Darrel Baker, Raymond Romo, Bill 

McKinney, Felix Nwaokolo, Jon Hagarman, Carl 

Oehmann, and Lairy Johnson.  

I have several additional thanks. Additional thanks to 

Chiriana Storey for helping setup items Friday night. An 

additional thanks goes to Isaac Sandoval for storing the 

washer/dryer in his garage. An additional thanks goes to 

Joseph Cuevas and Raymond Romo for translation help 

during the sale. Additional thanks to Brian Roeten for 

working the early Saturday morning shift while still ill. An 

additional thanks goes to Milton Catalina for his sales 

ability ($120 total from flooring and washer/dryer sales). 

For everyone who worked the early shift and then still 

attended the Church services. Additional thanks to Mike 

Morse for assisting and truck delivery on Saturday. 

Additional thanks to Fran Brown and her associates for 

folding and storing the tables after the garage sale. Special 

thanks to my wife Rita Hagarman, for helping price items 

Thursday and Friday evenings, helping sell items on 

Saturday morning, and cleaning the storage rooms after the 

sale. 

 

Jon 

 

Thanksgiving Day Social 

The 2006 Thanksgiving Day Social was a huge success 

with lots of hot Turkey; 64 lbs., Ham; 20 lbs., gravy and all 

the trimmings. Seventy-six brother Knights and their 

families turned out for fellowship and Thanksgiving on this 

festive evening. The kitchen rocked with efficiency and 

timing was everything as the pros came to the aid of an 

amateur Knight in the kitchen. Special thanks goes out to 

all the brothers that turned out to set-up, bake, carve, slice 

and glaze our main dishes. Our volunteers include Elmer 

Resko, Tony Pascarelli, Bob Williams, Roger Flesch, Lairy 

Johnson, Doug Murdoch, Chris Taylor, Paul Sine, Brian 

Roeten, Derek Storey & Milton Catalina. 

Milton 

 

Attention Council 8954 1
st
 Degree Knights – Save the 

Date/Month 

 

What should be on your 2007 New Year’s Resolution List?   

That list should include becoming a 2nd Degree Knight, a 3rd 

Degree Knight, and a 4th Degree Knight.  As to making your 

2nd and 3rd degree, you can attend the Major Degree being 

held on Sunday, March 25
th at St. Joseph.  As to making 

your 4th Degree, plan to attend the 4th Degree 

Exemplification in September.  More information can be 

found on the Texas Knight web site and in upcoming 

council newsletters.  Make sure this 2007 New Year’s 

Resolution is fulfilled. 

 

Isaac 

 

Council Calendar 
 

Dec-06   

2nd 9:00 AM 
1st Saturday 
Mass/Rosary 

3rd All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

6th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

7th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

14th 7:00 PM Christmas Social 

16th 9:00 AM Breakfast with Santa 

17th 2:00 PM Set up Nativity Scene 

20th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

   

Jan-07   

3rd 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

4th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

6th 9:00 AM 
1st Saturday 
Mass/Rosary 

7th All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

7th 2:00 PM 
Take Down Nativity 
Scene 

10th 7:30 PM First Degree 

13th 6:00 PM Spaghetti Dinner 

14th 8:45 AM Corporate Communion 

17th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

25th 7:00 PM Chili Cook-Off 

27th 7 AM - 1 PM Free Throw Competition 

   

 

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

Vocation Breakfast Success 

 

Brothers, our Vocation Breakfast on Oct. 29th was our most 

successful in the past 2 years, raising over $1300 for our 



seminarians.  Consider that we had not broken $1000 in our 

last 3 tries (with Feb. ’06 only making about $850), and 

you’ll understand why I am excited.  Helping us serve 306 

people (340 tickets sold) were : Roger Flesch, Jerry 

Nauyokas, Brian Roeten, Don O’Bryan, Carl Oehmann, 

Carl Kocorek, Paul Sine, Frank Medina, Harold Hansen, 

Martin “never a dirty dish” Jones, John LeGreca, Jim 

“griddle” Hemmingway, Fernando Labrada, Al 

Bielamowicz, Bob Williams, Frank Basquez, James and 

Manuel “eggs” Viella, Conard Kester, Nick “ keep Christ in 

Christmas” Mowery, James Aston, Isaac Sandoval, Ken 

Ducote, Joel “GK” Lanoux, Bill McKinney, Bob and 

Nadine Procsal, Jon Hagarman  Msgr. Don, Father Anthony 

and Cindy “banner” Viella.   A lot of these brothers worked 

2-3 shifts, which was greatly appreciated.  Our youth and 

squires also helped out, including John Wickes, Ify 

Okonkwo, Randy and Bradley Durugbor, Julie and Joe 

Unger, Erica Foster,  Joan Libres and Scott Mowery.   A 

special thanks to Jim Dulac for his $50 donation to the 

vocation breakfast.  THANK YOU for your help and I’ll 

look for your help again in February. 

 

Derek 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mark your calendar now for the 2nd Annual St. Joseph 

New Year’s Eve Party!  Party time: social 7 – 8 pm, 

dinner 8 –9 pm, dancing 9:00 pm – 12:30 am (01/01/07); 

Tickets: $25 per person, will include a COMPLETE 

dinner consisting of entree, vegetables, salad, roll, dessert 

and tea and party favors; BYOB; back by popular demand 

the Sweet Sound Band; no babysitting will be provided; 

232 tickets will be sold.  More information will follow in 

upcoming church bulletins.  FYI, this event is open to all 

parishioners; so if you plan to attend, it is recommended 

that your purchase tickets soon. 

 

Casino Evening & Silent Auction 

 

Council 8954’s largest fundraiser, Casino Evening & Silent 

Auction, will be held on Saturday, February 17, 2007 in the 

St. Joseph Dinning Hall and Gym.  The success of this 

event requires the support of all brothers.  Your support is 

needed before, during, and after the event.  Want to help 

plan and organize the event, join the Planning Committee.  

Want to help before the event: volunteer to sell tickets in 

the Narthex; secure sponsors for the tables; solicit or donate 

an item for the auction.  Want to help, purchase a ticket or 

two for the evening.  Want to help that evening, volunteer 

to deal, man the auction tables, wash dishes, set up before 

and after.  There is a job for any brother wishing to help.  

Question; contact G.K. Joel Lanoux at 972-705-9867. 

 

 
Youth Activities 

 

 
 

 

2006 Soccer Challenge 

Council 8954 would like to congratulate Emily Wright for 

winning 1st Place in the Age 11 Division at the State Level 

Soccer Challenge held in San Antonio on November 18th, 

2006. Emily participated with twenty-two other boys and 

girls at Saint Joseph in Richardson on October 1st to see 

who could score the most points by taking penalty shots 

from 12 yards out. Emily advanced with 7 other children to 

the Diocesan competition and then on to State where she 

took 1st Place. Way to go Emily! We are very proud of you! 

Milton 

 

Basketball Free Throw Competition 

The Knights of Columbus 2007 Free Throw Competition 

will be will held on Saturday, Jan. 27th at the St. Joseph 

Gym.  All boys and girls ages 10-14 are invited to compete.  

Registration starts at 8:30 am and competition begins at 

9:00 am.  A parent or guardian to sign a release form 

must accompany all competitors.  All competitors must 

provide prove of age (birth certificate, etc.) that will be 

returned at the end of the final competition.  Winners of 

our competition will compete against our council winners at 

the District Competition to be held at St. Joseph on 

February 17th.  Brothers, if your son/daughter or 

grandson/granddaughter is 10-14 years of age and loves 

basketball, than get them to participate in our Free Throw 

Competition.  If you are free Saturday morning on Jan. 27th 

and which to help work the competition, please call Isaac 

Sandoval at 972-495-8930. 

 

COUNCIL 8954 Competition will be held on Saturday, 

January 27th @ Council 8954 (St. Joseph, Richardson) 

 

DISTRICT 80 Competition will be held on Saturday, 

February 17th @ Council 8954 (St. Joseph, Richardson). 

 

Dallas DIOCESAN Competition will be held on Sunday, 

February 25th @ Bishop Dunne High School. 

 

Texas STATE Competition Tournament will be held on 

March 17th @ University of Texas at San Antonio. 

 

Isaac 

 



 
From our Insurance Field Agent 

 

 

 

Buying life insurance is something that’s easy to put off 

until tomorrow.  And if your life is as busy as mine, 

tomorrow can easily become next week, next month, or 

even next year.  I’d like to make a personal plea that you 

not make that mistake.  Before the year is over, make an 

appointment to visit with me, your professional Knights of 

Columbus agent.  I’ll work with you to put a plan in place 

that will help your family when that help is most needed. 

 

We all know someone whose health, instantly and 

seemingly out-of-the-blue, changes.  You may think this 

can’t happen to you.  Think again.  And keep in mind that 

no one will ring a bell warning you that your health is about 

to change.  Medical technology has turned many diseases 

previously termed “death sentences” into very treatable 

conditions. What medical advances haven’t changed, 

however, is that being diagnosed with one of these diseases 

will dramatically affect your ability to purchase life 

insurance coverage.  Don’t wait until it’s too late.  Call me 

today. 

 

Your Knights of Columbus insurance program is second to 

none.  Knights of Columbus life insurance represents a 

safety net for Catholic families that’s unsurpassed, and 

we’re proud of that.  We’re also concerned.  Why?  

Because there are more than 1 million Knights of Columbus 

members who have no life insurance with us.  I suspect 

that, for many of those 1 million members, tomorrow has 

become next week, next month or next year.  Don’t be one 

of them.  Don’t wait for the bell to ring.  It isn’t going to. 

 

John R Shuman 

Field Agent 

Knights of Columbus 
(469) 742-8961 

 

 

 

Pray for our Sick or Distressed 

 

 

John Kolich; Ed Biewer; Randy & Dee Bodin; Father Gus 

Malito; Jack Eichman, his daughter Gin, and their family; 

John Chauvin; Lewis Chauvin; Carl Oehmann; Mary 

Maltese; Isaac Sandoval; Nicolasa Sandoval; John Storey; 

Norma Murdoch; Hank Horton; Sara Thompson 

 

A Different Christmas Poem 
The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light, 
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight. 
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 
My daughter beside me, angelic in rest. 
Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, 
Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 
The sparkling lights in the tree I believe, 
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve. 
My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, 
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, 
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream. 
The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near, 
But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear. 
Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know, 
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 
My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 
And I crept to the door just to see who was near. 
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night, 
Alone figure stood, his face weary and tight. 
A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, 
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold. 
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 
"What are you doing?" I asked without fear, 
"Come in this moment, it's freezing out here! 
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve, 
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!" 
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, 
Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts. 
To the window that danced with a warm fire's light 
Then he sighed and he said "Its really all right, 
I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night." 
"It's my duty to stand at the front of the line, 
That separates you from the darkest of times. 
No one had to ask or beg or implore me, 
I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me. 
My Gramps died at 'Pearl on a day in December," 
Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas 'Gram always remembers. 
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of 'Nam', 
And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 
I've not seen my own son in more than a while, 
But my wife sends me pictures, he's sure got her smile." 
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, 
The red, white, and blue... an American flag. 
"I can live through the cold and the being alone, 
Away from my family, my house and my home. 
I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, 
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat. 
I can carry the weight of killing another, 
Or lay down my life with my sister and brother.. 
Who stand at the front against any and all, 
To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall." 
"So go back inside," he said, "harbor no fright, 
Your family is waiting and I'll be all right." 
"But isn't there something I can do, at the least, 
"Give you money," I asked, "or prepare you a feast? 
It seems all too little for all that you've done, For 
being away from your wife and your son." 
Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 
"Just tell us you love us, and never forget 
To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone, 
To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 
For when we come home, either standing or dead, 
To know you remember we fought and we bled, 
Is payment enough, and with that we will trust, 
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us." 
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